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Glory 

 What a month.  Since the last time I sat to write a newsletter message to you, 
we lost two of our beloved matriarchs, Gwen McLoud and Mary Ferguson, and then 
the tragic murders happened in Charleston.  Between it all, I confess to being 
emotionally spent.  Empty.  Numb.   

 But in the aftermath of these events, we begin to see what’s important.  
Really large crowds for both Gwen’s and Mary’s funerals.  More important, even 
before they went to be with God, persons from their past made their way here for a 
visit.  Old friends, former students, relatives from far away.  As retired teachers, their 
legacy is the intangibles – the love of subject matter, the discipline of learning, that 
they instilled in their students. 

In the immediate aftermath of Charleston, we saw the totally unexpected: the 
expressions of forgiveness from the families of the victims.  A nation watched real 
Christian faith in action as family member after family member forgave the shooter 
for the cold-blooded murders of a grandfather, a mother, a sister, even a son.  You 
knew then that the Gospel had been preached in that church, because you saw the 
fruits of the Gospel expressed in their ability to love even that person who ripped 
their loved ones away from them in an outpouring of hate. 

And then in the aftermath of Charleston, we have started to see the confederate 
flags come down.  In South Carolina.  In Alabama.  And it reminded me yet again of 
one of my favorite movies (and historical stories), “Glory” – the true story of Col. 
Robert Gould Shaw and the 54th Massachusetts Infantry, the first African-American 
unit to see combat in the Civil War.   The Harvard-educated son of wealthy 
abolitionists (only white men were allowed to be officers), Col. Shaw advocated for 
his men to be permitted into battle (the prejudice of the day being that African-
Americans would not fight).   

On July 18, 1863, on the outskirts of Charleston, Col. Shaw led the 54th 
Massachusetts in a headlong assault on Fort Wagner - he was killed.  His unit 
suffered 281 casualties that morning.  Fort Wagner was too well-defended; the 
Union assault ultimately failed that day.  As an ‘insult’ to Col. Shaw, the confederate 
general ordered that his body not be returned to the Union side as was customary 
for officers; instead, Col. Shaw was dumped into a mass grave, a common trench, 
with his soldiers.  Col. Shaw’s father then insisted that he be left there, saying: 
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“We would not have his body removed from where it lies surrounded by his brave and 
devoted soldiers....We can imagine no holier place than that in which he lies, among his 
brave and devoted followers, nor wish for him better company.” 

 So what is glory?  What is it for which we strive with our lives?  In this 
month of local and national sorrow, we see these things that are important.  I 
often use a text from the Apostle Paul at funeral services, where he writes in his 
Second Letter to the Corinthians: “For this slight momentary affliction is preparing 
us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be 
seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be 
seen is eternal. ” (2 Cor 4:17-18) 

 As was said in Alice in Wonderland, “If you don’t know where you are 
going, any road will take you there.”  If you don’t know where you are going, 
you’ll wander the wrong roads aimlessly.  But if you want to leave a legacy,  
you’ll do what these people did.  You’ll invest time in young people, as Mary 
and Gwen did as teachers.  You’ll invest in propagating the love of Christ 
through the Gospel, as Rev. Clementa Pinckney and the members of Emanuel 
AME Church did.  You’ll stand up for what’s right, for the oppressed, as good 
people have always done, whether it was Col. Robert Gould Shaw or the people 
demanding that the battle flag of slavery come down today. 

You can do it through the church – by working in the Church School, or in 
mission projects, or participating in Connect Groups and inviting others to  
join you.  You can do it in your communities, by getting involved to make your 
schools better – not just for your children, but for everyone’s children. 

And whatever difference you can make – that is glory. 

Peace and blessings, 
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From the Choir Room 

SPECIAL MUSIC IN JULY 
The music for our summer Worship Services is provided by our choir soloists, and by other visiting groups. The 
schedule for July is: 

 

July 5  Iris Karlin, soprano 
 

July 12    Emily McSpadden, mezzo-soprano 
 

July 19    Paul Kolecki, bass 
 

July 26    Carson Baker, tenor 

 FUNDRAISER SUCCESSFUL 
Our benefit concert evening of Duke Ellington was a smashing success, raising $3000 for 

FPC’s music ministry. Our deepest thanks go to all the many people who played, took tickets, 
ran equipment, sang and helped make it such a great success. Special thanks go to Marilyn Arons 

who conceived this program and spent countless hours bringing it to life. 

SUMMER CHOIR 
If you would like to sing with the Chancel Choir, but don’t have the time for a weekly com-
mitment, the Summer Choir is for you. They rehearse and sing one Sunday of each month 
during the summer. We meet at 10 a.m. to rehearse and sing for worship at 11. All are  
welcome - just be prepared to enjoy yourself! The remaining summer choir Sunday is  
August 23rd. 

FPC ON THE WEB 

In addition to our new Web site, don’t forget that our sermons are available  
on our Podcast, accessible at no cost through the iTunes store, through our  
Web site, or directly at fpce.podbean.com. You can also keep up with FPC  
by joining our Facebook page (just search for First Presbyterian Church of 
Englewood), follow us on Twitter (@fpcenglewood), or check-in on Foursquare. 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the sermon being produced  
each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited for sharing with friends via email or Facebook,  
we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for yourself but as a way to start faith conversations 

with friends and family.  Access the videos from our preliminary website at www.90secondsermon.com. 
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Children, Youth, & Family Connection 

- Dorothy VanderWerf, Activities Director 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS JULY 5TH 
The classes will be meeting on the first floor with older children in the East Room, younger children  
in the Meeting Room, and babies and toddlers in the Circus Room Nursery. To staff the two classes 
with a teacher and an assistant, we are inviting parents and others to volunteer to lead the class of  
their choice for one Sunday during the summer in July and August. 

RECOGNITION OF CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRY AND GRADUATES 
On Sunday, June 28, we had a grand celebration thanking all our volunteer teachers, assistants  
and support staff for our children and youth ministry! As the 36 volunteers came forward, Carol 
Schulzrinne, Chair of our Christian Education Committee, presented each one with a token gift  
of our gratitude for their commitment, love, and service.  
 

Our Youth Group Chairs, Katie Bigler and Carolina Zuluaga, along with advisor, Mercedes Zulua-
ga, and Carol Schulzrinne as Chair of CE were also recognized and thanked for their outstanding 
leadership!  All of the names were listed in the bulletin and copies are available at the church. 
 

Following worship, the reception and celebration continued in the Chapel hosted by Mercedes, Carol, and 
Gladys Dagdayan, with special cakes, pizza and salad. 
 

Our GRADUATES were also recognized on June 28: 
8th Grade:  Isaac Baez, Cielo Camacho, Alyson Kumor, Emma Lee, and Michael Smolen 
12th Grade:  Ashley Harrison, Joy Okorie, Madison Peterson-Porta, Isabella Picallo, Emily Rule,  
  Ilta Schulzrinne, and Carolina Zuluaga 

College:  Abelardo Baez, Maxwell Beucler, Laura Garrison, Nora Neus, and Afton Thomas 

FAMILY VACATION BIBLE CAMP IS COMING IN AUGUST!  
Register your family now for the 5 Sundays in August. We offer an exciting family experience 
for our 2nd year of Sunday Camp from 3:30 – 6:30 p.m. which includes Crossroads Worship. 
There will be music, stories, science, dinner, worship and crafts!  We are pleased that  
Lesley Pella-Woo will be directing again this year.  Registration forms are available at the 
church. See the next page for more information. 

PARENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS CHILDREN will meet with Marilyn Arons on 
Sunday, July 12, at 12:30 p.m. Parents are asked to send their questions to Marilyn or Dorothy for a 
Question and Answer discussion. Child care will be provided. 

MUSIC THEATRE CAMP IS COMING IN AUGUST!  
Margot Bennett and Amanda Bogacz will be directing our Camp again this  
summer  for 4th to 8th graders with another outstanding program of music  
and drama starting on Saturday, August 15 to the SHOWCASE of FAVORITE 

SONGS at 2 p.m. on Saturday, August 22 in the Chapel. Registration forms are now available. See the next 
page for more details.  
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August 15‐22, 2015 
 

Saturday,  August 15 , 11 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. ‐ Gathering Time for Parents and Campers 
Camp con nues un l 2 p.m. 
Sunday, August 16, 1:30 ‐ 3:30 p.m. ‐ Audi ons 
Monday ‐ Saturday, August 17 ‐ 22 ‐ Camp from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
Saturday, August 18 ‐ MATINEE SHOWCASE of FAVORITE SONGS at 2 p.m. in the Chapel 
 

Directed by Margot Benne  & Amanda Bogacz, Musical Theatre Professionals 
Staffed by several talented teenagers and adults  
The daily program includes: Gathering Time, Scripture & Prayer, Rehearsals, Theatre 
Workshops, Other Ac vi es for fun, and Snacks!  

 

$60 – 1 child;  $80 – 2 children ‐ Registra on deadline is August 1, 2015 
Registra on forms are available at the church. 

AUDITIONS on  
Sunday Aug. 16,  
1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 

For CHILDREN   
grades 4- 8. 

 

 Wheels Up! Let’s Go! Get ready for: 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

For Families with Children of all Ages!   
5 Sundays in August: Aug. 2, Aug. 9, Aug. 16, Aug. 23, & Aug. 30  |  3:30-6:30pm 

Each Sunday Bible Camp Session includes Bible camp activities, dinner, and  
more activities including 5:30 p.m. worship at Crossroads.   

(Child Care provided for Young Children in the Circus Room Nursery).   
 

VBC Director: Lesley Pella-Woo, 347-489-2580 or pellawoo@gmail.com 
Activities Director: Dorothy VanderWerf, 201-568-7373 ext. 307 or dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Englewood invites families with children of all ages to jump into action 
at G-Force Adventure Park!  Get a boost at this year’s Vacation Bible Camp – become Navigators 
and explore how to serve God and others with active love. Participate in a variety of activities at 
the Scripture Zone, Craft Track, Science Station, and the Game Hut!  G-Force Adventure Park is a  
workout for heart, mind, and body – join the fun!! 
 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE July 26, 2015 
Vacation Bible Camp Fee: $40 per family with one child, $60 per family with 2 or more children 
Registration Forms are available at the church!  

 



 

Page 6 

SUNDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 
 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study is on a break for the summer and resumes on 
Sunday morning, September 13. 

News for the Congregation 

July 2015 

CROSSROADS 
CROSSROADS is on summer hiatus for the month of July.  Please join us 
when we resume on Sunday evening August 2 at 5:30 p.m. in the Chapel.   
We plan on returning with a special service of reaffirmation of our baptismal 
covenant that evening.  Look for more information!  
 

BIBLE 101:  
SUMMER EXPLORATION SERIES 

  

One of the ways to know who we are is to understand who we are not. 
Scientology and Mormonism are two systems of faith that generate 

frequent questions. Bible 101 takes a summer look at Scientology and Mormonism using video, discussion and 
our own Christian Bible. Join us! 
 

Wednesday July 22: Scientology 
6 p.m. – 7 p.m. “Pot Luck” Gathering for dinner. Pastor Kellie provides the lasagna, you bring any side you like. 
7 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  Using video, discussion and our own Christian Bible we will explore Scientology. We will be 
watching video from the recent HBO documentary “Going Clear.”  
 

Wednesday August 12: Mormonism 
6 p.m.  – 7 p.m.  “Pot Luck” Gathering for dinner. Pastor Kellie provides the lasagna, you bring any side you like. 
7 p.m.  – 8:30 p.m.  Using video, discussion and our own Christian Bible we will explore the Mormon system of 
faith. We will be watching video from the PBS documentary “The Mormons.” 

THE FPC APP IS COMING! 
Just a heads-up!  We are putting the finishing touches on the FPC Englewood app for 
Android and iPhones – get the 90 Second Sermon, listen to sermon podcasts, receive 
push notifications about the church, Family Ministries, Church School, Connect 
Groups, and give online.  We will be rolling everything out officially in August as  
the program year approaches.  We’re very excited for these new ways of getting and 
staying connected! 
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COPE: CAREGIVER SUPPORT GROUP 
In partnership with the Bergen Family Center / Thursday, July 16, 7:00 - 9:00 pm, in the East Room. 
 

Are you feeling the stress of being a caregiver for a sibling, parent, or an adult child?  If you 
are a caregiver looking for resources – or a space to get it all out - come to COPE: FPC’s 
Caregivers’ Support Group.  Through an exciting partnership with the Bergen Family  
Center, we are able to bring you both a wide array of educational programs, information 

about available resources, and supportive sharing led by Sheila Shur, LSW.  Sheila is the Elder Care Supervisor 
for the Bergen Family Center.  For additional information, contact Rev. Hong at rich@englewoodpres.org. 
Please feel free to forward this invitation to others you know who are feeling the burden of caring for others. All are 
welcome.  Light refreshments will be served. 

 

FPC MISSION AND PARTNER MINISTRIES 
EVENT FRIDAY JULY 17TH:  
REV. DR. OFELIA ORTEGA 
FPC has been delighted to host two guests who are critical to the global 
Presbyterian Church. In June more than 30 people gathered to hear 
Rev. Jo Ella Holman share updates on the PC (USA)’s relationship with 
Cuba and the Caribbean.  

 

On Friday July 17th you have two opportunities to hear another speaker. Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega is at the 
Presbyterian-Reformed Church in Cuba and was the first Presbyterian woman to be ordained in Cuba.  
 
FPC is hosting Rev. Dr. Ofelia Ortega for a 7 p.m. July 17th dinner in the East Room. Join us for  
this special dinner that is free of charge; RSVPs are strongly encouraged by emailing Pastor Kellie at 
Kellie@englewoodpres.org.  A note Rev. Ortega will also be speaking to the public at the UN’s faith offices 
in NYC at 10:30 a.m. -12 p.m. on July 17th and you are invited to this NYC conversation. Email Pastor Kellie  
or see Andy Bello for more information. Both the June and July events are generously made possible through  
Jill and Andy Bello who are active in the PC (USA)’s Cuba Network.  

GENEROUS SUPPORT FOR MISSION TRIP TO TAOS 
 

"We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the congregants, Deacons and  
Mission Committee of FPC for their generous support of the Mission Trip to Taos, 
New Mexico in the fall.  It was a wonderful day for us and to work with so many 
great people who without their help would not have made it possible.  We were  

happy to see that everyone enjoyed the brunch.  It was a privilege to prepare and serve all of you.   
 

We are proud to announce that the total collected on June 7th for the Mission Trip was $1659.00! What a blessing 
from the entire congregation!   
 

As we get closer to our trip there will be additional announcements regarding our trip to Taos, New Mexico.   
 

May we as Christians continue to Live Boldly, Share Boundlessly, Grow Community and Build God's World!" 
 

Blessings, Bruce & Rosetta Forshee 
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HOME FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES THROUGH FAMILY PROMISE  
According to our guests from Family Promise, they felt at home with us in Elmore Hall during  
the two weeks they were here, and they did seem relaxed and appreciative of our sharing time, 
space, and meals with them. So thanks for our FPC cooks: the Youth Group, the Friendly 
Connect Group, Carol Cornell and her brother Stu Conboy, also for overnighters's David 
Johnson, Lee Caballero and Beverly Rhinehart, Chris Tauss and Nathan Schulzrinne. 
 

We shared this mission project with St. Paul's Episcopal, Leonia Presbyterian, Metro Community, 
Kol HaNeshamah, and Unitarian Universalist congregations. Thanks also to: Carol Cornell,  
Lee Caballero, Jeff Spady, and several others for setting up and taking down. We also are grateful 
for Carolyn Moscou, Bea Barbieri, Cyndi Kumor, Elean Sepulveda, and Carlos Ramos for 

providing breakfast and lunch items. And special thanks to Dorothy who kept in touch with everyone and was  
the glue that held it together.     - Natalie Beaumont, Welcomer and Coordinator 

FAITH & FINANCE: WHERE IS MY MONEY GOING? 
My wife and wanted to start a family but were unable to conceive so we decided to try to 
adopt and started the laborious process.  During this time my wife announced to me that 
if we are fortunate to be able to adopt a child she is going to stop working.  She said she 
doesn't want to have someone else raise our child and tell her when he/she spoke for the 
first time, walked for the first time etc.  I told her I don't know if we can afford for her to 

stop working and she promptly said well you better figure it out because I'm going to stop working.   
With clear marching orders I went to Staples, purchased a budget book and told my wife we were going to track our 
expenses for the next three months.  The first day my wife came home and I asked what she spent to which she re-
plied a few dollars for coffee, five bucks or so for lunch and a couple of dollars for some other things.  I said that 
won't do, I need exact amounts of everything spent so from that day forward she left me receipts for anything she 
spent, coffee, a pack of gum everything.  This was good but after three months I wasn't satisfied and we tracked our 
expenses for a whole year.  The only thing my wife wouldn't tell me is what she spent on gifts, so I estimated (drove 
her crazy). 
 After the year I announced to my wife that I am satisfied that we can live on my salary alone and I'm okay with 
her stopping work if we do indeed adopt.  She appreciated the fact that I was satisfied but reminded me that her stop-
ping work was not a request.  Our son was born shortly thereafter and my wife did indeed stop working and was able 
to raise him. 
 When I became a financial planner I told my clients that the only way they will ever know where their money is 
going is to track their expenses as my wife and I did.  I even bought a whole bunch of budget books to give them out 
but soon realized that most people don't have the discipline to monitor their expenses.   
 Do you know where your money is going?  Are you giving less to the church or saving less that you would like 
because you don't have enough money left over at the end of the month?  Then track your expenses.  Go to Staples 
and buy a budget book or do it online and see exactly where your money is going for at least three months.  I'm sure 
you will be surprised as to where some of your money is going and be able to find ways to cut down on some expenses 
so that you can give and save more.  -Paul Platek 
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CAN YOU BRING FOOD TO FIRST ON THE FIRST  
SUNDAY?  
Hunger doesn’t take the summer off and many families, seniors, or anyone going hungry will  

turn to the Center for Food Action for help. We urgently need your help to put food on their  
tables   this summer. According to an independent audit, CFA spends 92.4 cents of every dollar that you donate  
for direct client services and programs that provide critical assistance to those living in poverty.  Boxed or canned 
food such as peanut butter, soup, pasta, tuna, even fresh items like eggs and vegetables are needed. Cash or check 
donations are also welcome by making out a check to the church earmarked for CFA. With our support CFA can 
continue to help local families and individuals in need during difficult times.  

GIVING LOCALLY = HELPING LOCALLY 

ADULTS PLAY BASKETBALL IN JULY ON THURSDAYS  

Come to Elmore Hall, the Gym, from 7:30 – 9:30 p.m., on four Thursdays, July 9, 16,  
23, and 30th to enjoy a night of basketball, good exercise, fun and fellowship. Thanks  
to Philip Soo for organizing and coordinating this Basketball Fellowship Group. The 
basketball players are collecting a donation of $2 each night when they play to benefit  
the Bergen Family Center. Contact Philip Soo at: soorealtors@gmail.com. Enjoy good friends and a fun game 
while helping others! 

HAVE YOU WALKED THE LABYRINTH ON THE LAWN? 

Come, take a walk outside, relax on the bench nearby, take time to say a prayer. The outdoor 
labyrinth is located in the back of the building off the upper parking lot.  Individuals and 
families are invited to walk the winding path, a metaphor for life with its twists and turns, 

and sometimes even a change of direction. You are always welcome. 

NEED AN ACCESSIBLE ENTRANCE TO THE CHURCH? 
There are two entrances which are barrier-free into the building. There is one into Elmore Hall from  

the Dwight Place side of the building near the Memorial Garden and the other is through the Playground down 
the sidewalk to the entrance door which leads into the long hall between Elmore Hall and the Sanctuary.  

AUGUST NEWSLETTER ARTICLES ARE DUE ON  
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15TH. 
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Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 

Independence Day, Saturday, July 4, 2015 


